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Claim 18 (in part) 

The current Claim 1 8 relates to the use of a compound of formula (I) for improving the 
oxidation resistance of battery separators and thermoplastic polymers, characterised in 
each case by a desirable characteristic or property, namely improved oxidation resistance. 
The claim therefore encompasses both battery separators and thermoplastic polymers that 
have this characteristic or property, and yet the application only provides support in the 
description (PCT Article 5) for battery separators. In the present case, part of the claim 
lacks the proper support and the application lacks the requisite disclosure to such an 
extent that it appears impossible to carry out a meaningful search covering the entire 
range of protection sought. Moreover, the claim also lacks the requisite clarity (PCT 
Article 6) since it attempts to define the product in terms of the result which it is desired 
to achieve. This , lack of clarity too is such that it is impossible to carry out a meaningful 
search covering the entire scope of protection sought. The search was therefore directed 
to the part of the claim that appear to be clear, supported and disclosed in the above 
sense, that is the part relating to the use of a compound of formula (I) for improving the 
oxidation resistance of battery separators. 

The applicant is advised that claims or parts of claims relating to inventions in respect of 
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of an international preliminary examination (PCT Rule 66.1(e)). In its capacity as 
International Preliminary Examining Authority the EPO generally will not carry out a 
preliminary examination for subjects that have not been searched. This also applies to 
cases where the claims were amended after receipt of the international search report (PCT 
Article 19) or where the applicant submits new claims in the course of the procedure 
under PCT Chapter II. 
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